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Abstract

Modern education is an important aspect of the development of society, and examination systems
play a key role in this process. Examinations are not only a means of assessing the knowledge and
skills of students, but also serve as a decisive factor in determining their future careers and life paths.
There are different approaches to organizing examinations in different countries of the world, which
necessitates their study and analysis. This article focuses on a comparative study of examination
systems used in different countries and identifies their features, advantages, and disadvantages. The
relevance of the topic is due to the lack of systematic information on the differences in examination
systems between countries and their impact on students. In the context of globalization and integration
of education systems, it is important to understand how different approaches to examinations can
affect the quality of education and the training of future specialists. Thus, this study aims to
systematize knowledge about different examination systems and their impact on students, which in
turn can contribute to improving educational practices and increasing the quality of training for future
professionals.
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Imtahan yoniimlii tohsil modellorinin miiqayisali tohlili:
Qlobal tacriibalor vo Azarbaycan konteksti

Xiilasa

Miiasir tohsil comiyyatin inkisafinin vacib bir aspektidir vo imtahan sistemlori bu prosesdo osas
rol oynayir. Imtahanlar yalniz tohsil alanlarin bilik v bacariqlarini qiymotlondirmak {iciin bir vasito
deyil, hom ds onlarin galocak karyeralarini vo hayat yollarin1 miioyyonlasdirmakdos holledici amil
kimi xidmot edir. Diinyanin miixtalif 6lkslorindo imtahanlarin togkili {liclin miixtalif yanagsmalar
moveuddur ki, bu da onlarin dyronilmasini va tohlilini zoruri edir. Bu maqalods miixtalif 6lkolords
istifado olunan imtahan sistemlorinin miigayisali 0yronilmasina digqet yetirilir vo onlarin xiisusiy-
yatlori, tistiinliiklari vo ¢atismazliglart miioyyon edilir. Movzunun aktualligi 6lkalor arasinda imtahan
sistemlorindaki forglor vo onlarin talobalors tasiri barads sistemli molumatlarin olmamasindan irali
golir. Qloballasma va tohsil sistemlorinin inteqrasiyasit kontekstinds imtahanlara forqli yanagmalarin
tohsilin keyfiyystino vo golocok miitoxassislorin hazirlanmasina necs tosir eds bilocoyini anlamaq
vacibdir. Beloliklo, bu aragdirma miixtslif imtahan sistemlori vo onlarin talabolora tasiri haqqinda
biliklori sistemlogdirmoyi hodofloyir ki, bu da 6z ndvbasindo tohsil tocriibolorinin tokmillos-
dirilmasing va galacok miitaxassisler {iiin talim keyfiyyatinin artirtlmasina téhfo vera bilar.

Agar sozlar: imtahan yoniimlii tahsil, qiymatlondirmoa, sagird markazli, motivasiya, fordilogma
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Introduction

Examination-oriented education has different formats and objectives that reflect the cultural,
social, and educational traditions of different countries. The main types of these systems can be
divided into standardized tests, qualification exams, curriculum assessment, and personalized
approaches. Each of these types has its own characteristics that affect the perception of education and
the quality of teaching. Standardized tests usually have clearly defined criteria and formats. Their
results usually play a key role in admission to higher education institutions. They can assess both
theoretical knowledge and practical skills (Li & Chen, 2021). An important aspect is that such exams
often apply a single standard to everyone, which can lead to widespread stress among students who
are trying to achieve high levels of expected results.

Recently, however, personalized approaches have become increasingly relevant, taking into
account the diversity of learning styles and student needs. Systems focused on individual
development paths allow each student to learn at their own pace and choose the best methods (Xu,
2024). This can include both traditional tests and alternative forms of assessment, such as portfolios,
projects, and oral defenses.

Research

The distinctive features of test-based education systems include their impact on students and the
learning environment. Test-based education systems can engage students’ motivation and shape their
attitudes toward learning by focusing on grades rather than the process of acquiring knowledge. Some
countries focus on developing critical thinking and creative problem-solving skills, while others may
focus on memorizing and retrieving information. Each of these systems has its own consequences for
students, ranging from psychological rejection and stress to the development of self-confidence and
academic interest. It is important to understand that each assessment model has its own advantages
and disadvantages, which may be perceived differently depending on the cultural and educational
context.

Exam-oriented education and assessment approaches in global and Azerbaijani experience

China has one of the world’s most rigorous examination-based education systems, known for its
rigor and high competitiveness. This exam serves as an entry barrier for millions of students seeking
admission to universities. Examination-based education in China covers a variety of subjects,
including mathematics, Chinese language and literature, foreign languages, and selected science or
humanities subjects (Yu, 2023). The system aims to comprehensively assess candidates’ knowledge
and skills but is often criticized for its narrow focus on memorizing facts and algorithms. Here, one
of the main advantages of examination-based education is its objectivity. Examinations are held under
strictly defined times and conditions, which helps to prevent corruption and ensure equal
opportunities for all participants. This system also promotes high standards of educational preparation
in schools, as students and teachers focus on passing the exam. However, the same rigorous
preparation increases stress and anxiety in students and often leads to burnout. At the same time, the
Chinese model raises the issue of ensuring an optimal balance between academic preparation and
students’ personal development. The increasing pressure on students is forcing them to devote less
time to hobbies and personal interests. Critics of the system argue that this limits creativity and critical
thinking in young people.

The Chinese system is also facing the challenges of globalization, with many students looking to
study abroad. More and more young people are considering studying in other countries, which are
competing with local universities. This puts pressure on the education system, which needs to adapt
and improve in order to retain talented students.

In contrast to traditional systems, some European countries are adopting a personalized approach
to the examination-oriented education system and taking into account the unique needs and
capabilities of each student. For example, Sweden has introduced the practice of personalized learning
planning, which allows students to tailor their curricula to their abilities and interests. This helps to
create a more personalized learning environment and reduces stress before exams (Wikstrom, 2006).
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In the Netherlands, exams often use flexible formats, such as lectures with projects and
assignments, which allow students to choose the style and format in which they demonstrate their
knowledge and skills. This approach not only helps to identify the strengths of each student but also
makes the learning process more engaging and motivating. Portfolios of work, which clearly
demonstrate a student’s progress over a period of time, are also often used as an alternative form of
testing (Suryani et al., 2023). In Germany, some schools have developed a personalized exam model
that includes not only written but also oral tests, allowing students to choose the format in which they
want to demonstrate their knowledge. This creates a comfortable environment for many students, as
it allows them to minimize perceived stress and focus on their strengths (Liu, 2024).

A similar trend is observed in France, where students have access to a variety of test formats,
including research-based and topic-oriented formats, which can be particularly beneficial for students
with special educational needs. Many students feel more confident and perform better thanks to this
approach (AQA, 2023). On the other hand, the personalized approach in Denmark uses digital
technologies to tailor learning materials to each student. This significantly simplifies the exam
preparation process, as students have access to resources that are most appropriate for their level of
preparation. As a result, this approach not only improves the quality of learning but also actively
develops independent learning skills (Jacob et al., 2023).

Finland provides a unique example of the absence of compulsory examinations after the 9th grade,
challenging traditional views on the need to test students at every stage of education (Finnish National
Agency for Education, 2024). This model emphasizes collaboration, critical thinking, and
independent learning and allows students to develop the knowledge and skills necessary for modern
life. The elimination of compulsory examinations reduces stress among students and creates a more
relaxed learning environment where mistakes are considered part of the learning process. However,
this system can be criticized for not paying enough attention to basic knowledge in certain subjects.
On the other hand, the lack of examination structures raises questions about the ability of students to
cope with a high level of academic workload in the later stages of their education. The Finnish model
therefore raises an interesting debate about the need to strike a balance between the freedom to learn
and the need for structured forms of knowledge assessment. The alternative approach to examinations
in Finland also emphasizes the importance of assessment during the learning process. Instead of final
tests, the emphasis is on continuous progress monitoring, which helps to identify weaknesses and
adjust learning trajectories. Students are more willing to adopt an active learning approach when they
understand that their progress depends not only on final grades but also on the effort they put into the
learning process. Despite certain shortcomings, the Finnish model emphasizes the importance of
reflection during the learning process and the adaptation of educational strategies to individual needs.

In Azerbaijan, the evaluation of the education system is based on centralized examination models.
Here, examination-oriented education is primarily based on the documents State Standards of
General Education in the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Assessment Concept (Azarbaycan
Respublikasinin timumtahsil sisteminda Qiymatlondirma Konsepsiyasi, 2009). Diagnostic assessment,
formative assessment, and summative assessment are mainly used to master content standards. Initial
assessment (diagnostic assessment) determines the student’s knowledge and helps the teacher in
properly organizing the training. A properly guided student in the training process does not waste
time repeating learned material, and there is no material that is not understood or unfamiliar to the
student. Monitoring student progress (formative assessment) ensures the correct direction of teaching,
identifies the need to use alternative methods and sources, or provides the student with additional
impetus to move forward. Final (summative) assessment evaluates the progress made by students in
mastering the standards. This type of assessment is carried out in the same way at the end of a topic,
lesson, section, or academic year. The most important aspect of final (summative) assessment is to
reveal the extent to which students have the ability to apply what they have mastered. In addition,
curriculum-based assessment to determine student performance against learning standards, final
exams for final assessment across general education levels, and national assessment systems at the
end of a certain academic period to monitor the quality of education are implemented.
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Lessons learned for Azerbaijani education from exam-oriented education systems of various
countries

A comparison of the examination-oriented education systems of different countries shows that
the system in China prefers standardized tests, which ensure a high degree of comparability of results.
However, this approach has been criticized for the stress it places on students and the potential to
limit creativity and critical thinking.

For Azerbaijan, this experience also calls for the creation of a more balanced assessment model
that supports the psychological well-being, creative skills, and personal development of students. In
this direction, assessment should focus on the development of realistic, practical, and creative skills.

In Europe, the individual approach to examinations offers more flexibility and is often based on
the assessment of skills and knowledge in the context of the individual student.

This allows the individual characteristics of students to be taken into account and their strengths
to be developed. In Azerbaijan, however, the assessment process can be more developmental in nature
if individualization criteria are taken into account in examination-oriented education.

The Finnish model, which does not include standardized examinations after the 9th grade, offers
an alternative approach focused on the development of knowledge and skills through learning. This
means freedom of choice and greater responsibility for both teachers and students. Focusing on the
learning process, rather than just the results, reduces stress among students. In Azerbaijan, the use of
this method can reduce psychological pressure during exams, allowing for a student-centered
organization of learning.

The lessons learned from these systems show that a successful examination system must
incorporate elements of all approaches. A balance must be struck between standardization and
individualization while ensuring high-quality education.

It may be worth considering aspects of formative assessment that can minimize stress and support
students’ personal development. This approach will allow for the creation of more inclusive and
adaptive examination systems that meet the needs of a wide range of students and help them reach
their potential.

Recommendations for optimizing exam systems

Based on the comparative analysis, a number of recommendations can be made for optimizing
the current examination-oriented education system. First of all, it is important to take into account the
specific characteristics of each country. Cultures, traditions, and education systems are very different,
so one-size-fits-all solutions will not always be effective.

For example, in countries with high competition for admission to higher education institutions, it
is worth considering methods that more accurately assess the abilities and potential of students, such
as project work or oral exams. These formats can provide a more complex knowledge assessment
than standard tests.

Technology can also play an important role in a modern approach to examinations. The
introduction of online platforms for testing and assessment and the integration of artificial intelligence
for analyzing results can expand access to examinations and increase their flexibility (Khan &
Mukhtar, 2022). However, it is important to adapt such innovations to local conditions. In some
countries where access to technology is limited, hybrid models combining traditional and modern
approaches can be developed.

A conscious approach to student motivation is important. Increased interest in subjects and exams
can be achieved by integrating practical elements into the educational process, making learning more
attractive and meaningful for students (Zeidner, 2014).

It is important to create an atmosphere where exams are perceived not as pressure but as an
opportunity for self-development and achievement. These recommendations can help improve the
quality of educational processes.
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Conclusion

The final analysis of the research on examination systems around the world reveals general trends
and lessons that can be useful for optimizing examination procedures in different countries. It is
important to consider that each system has its own cultural and social contexts that influence its
effectiveness. Recommendations developed through this research may include the introduction of
more flexible assessment formats, an emphasis on the psycho-emotional well-being of students, and
the development of skills necessary for career success. The future of examination systems is likely to
involve the integration of technology and adaptive learning methods that allow for a more
personalized approach to assessment. It is important that education systems continue to evolve to
meet the needs of students and the demands of the modern world. Therefore, this research highlights
the need for a systematic approach to exploring examination-oriented education systems that can
contribute to improving the quality of education and preparing students for the challenges of the
future.
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